[Bone marrow involvement in Whipple's disease].
The authors present the case of a 57 years old woman who had atypical Whipple's disease characterized solely by migratory arthralgia, weight loss and unexplained anemia which had lasted for 5 years. Once the diagnosis of Whipple's disease was established on abdominal lymph node biopsy, the retrospective study of a bone marrow biopsy revealed the presence of PAS-positive sickle-formed particles within medullary macrophages. Review of the literature attests the rarity of ante-mortem diagnosis of Whipple's disease in bone marrow preparations. We suggest that bone marrow biopsies stained with the PAS technique be employed in clinical settings of chronic migratory arthralgia and unexplained anemia.